













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Parents’ Perception of Child Care Education with No Charge 
― A Comparative Study of 3 Areas Regarding when to Enroll ―
Yoko SEKI*1, Hutaba NISHIWAKI*2, Yoshiko BEKKI*2
*1 School of Child Care and Early Childhood Education, 
Tokyo University and Graduate School of Social Welfare (Isesaki Campus),
2020-1 San’o-cho, Isesaki-city, Gunma 372-0831, Japan
*2 School of Child Care and Early Childhood Education,  
Tokyo University and Graduate School of Social Welfare (Ikebukuro Campus),
2-47-8 Minami-ikebukuro, Toshima-ku, Tokyo 171-0022, Japan
Abstract : Purpose of this study is a comparative investigation of 309 parents currently having preschools in three areas, 
focusing on when and why to enroll, if they can get a no-charge preschool. As a result, there is an increase of the number 
of parents who would like to raise their children by themselves until the age of one before sending them to preschools. 
In contrast, in an area with a large number of part-time employees, they are eager to enroll children as early as possible. 
A dominant reason is that maternity or paternity leave is not available or practically non-existent. It must be concluded that 
a timing of enrolling has much to do with types of employment, availability of maternity or paternity leave, the number 
of children to support, and the size of household income. Without making allowances for these factors, to make no-charge 
preschool in a sweeping way might not be likely to bring about such economic development as the government expects. 
For further studies it is necessary to have an individual interview on child-rearing and increase the number of the surveyed 
in much more cities, towns, and villages.  It is also imperative to look at methods foreign countries use to implement 
no-charge preschools so that we can figure out how to make the most of no- charge  preschools.
（Reprint request should be sent to Yoko Seki）
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